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Dear  Southern Chapter ,

Happy New Year!  I  am honored beyond words  to  serve as  Chair  for  SC/MLA this  year .  S ince
becoming a  member 15 years  ago I  s t i l l  look back  fondly  on attending my f i rst  meet ing and
meet ing col leagues  who are  now fr iends.  The encouragement  and k indness  that  was  shown to
me then,  and st i l l  today,  i s  something that  I  aspire  to  share with  others  every  day.  I  hope
that  each of  you f ind an extens ion of  Southern hospita l i ty  and warmth when you interact
with  other  SC/MLA members .

Our  meet ing in  New Or leans  with  SCC/MLA was a  success  on a l l  accounts:  the speakers  were
interest ing,  posters  and papers  were informat ive,  CEs  were wel l  attended,  and despite  the
delays  caused by COVID-19,  neither  Chapter  lost  money.  Kudos to  the meet ing p lanners ,  some
of  whom were part  of  the or ig inal  p lanning committee in  2019.  For  me,  working with  Emi ly
Brennan was inspir ing.  She is  a  consummate profess ional ,  and I  admired how she overcame
obstac les  dur ing  the p lanning process  with  grace and poise  throughout.  Addit ional ly ,  David
Petersen deserves  recognit ion for  keeping our  f inances  in  order  these past  few years .  He has
contr ibuted hours  of  work  to  ver i fy  act iv i ty  in  the accounts  and has  implemented an
accountabi l i ty  p lan.  We should  a l l  be  grateful  for  h is  ef forts ,  and h is  handoff  to  Tar iq
Rahaman has  been near ly  seamless .

As  we embark  on a  new year  and prepare for  our  Jo int  Meet ing with  MAC/MLA this  fa l l ,  we
wi l l  use  the feedback f rom the last  meet ing to  make improvements  in  the best  way poss ib le .
Mark your  ca lendars  for  Oct .  27-30 in  Char leston,  SC.  The p lanning committee is  a l ready hard
at  work,  and we hope that  you wi l l  be  able  to  jo in  us  in  person for  the meet ing.
I  hope that  you see SC/MLA as  your  profess ional  home and that  you va lue membership  in  our
Associat ion.  Renewals  have been sent ,  and I  encourage you to  th ink  of  a  new l ibrar ian or
someone you have recent ly  met  and inv i te  them to cons ider  membership  as  you renew yours .
Cheers  to  a  successfu l  2024!

Christ ine Wil l i s

SC/MLA Chair
Chi ldren’s  Healthcare of  At lanta
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Alabama
Charles M. Baugh Biomedical Library – University of South Alabama (USA) 
Submitted by: Gail Kouame, MLIS 

Welcome Leesha Coleman and Sarah De Loach 

The Baugh Biomedica l  L ibrary  i s  p leased to  welcome Leesha
Coleman and  Sarah De Loach !    

Leesha Coleman jo ined the Biomedica l  L ibrary  team on October  1 ,
2023,  as  Ass istant  L ibrar ian for  Assessment  and Col lect ions.  Ms.
Coleman comes to  us  after  serv ing as  a  L ibrary  Ass istant  at  the
Phi ladelphia  Col lege of  Osteopathic  Medic ine’s  Georgia  campus in
metro At lanta.  She previous ly  served in  pos i t ions  with  the
Gwinnett  County  (Georgia)  Publ ic  L ibrary  and the West  F lor ida
Publ ic  L ibrar ies ,  based in  Pensacola .  She holds  a  Master
of  L ibrary  and Informat ion Sc ience degree from Valdosta  State
Univers i ty  and a  BA in  Engl ish,  with  a  concentrat ion in  Creat ive
Writ ing  and a  minor  in  Psychology,  f rom the Univers i ty  of  South
Alabama.  On a  personal  note,  Leesha enjoys  baking,  going to
anime convent ions,  and cosplay ing.  She is  a lso  a  semi-ret i red K-
pop fan.  Her  favor i te  genre of  book is  YA fa i ryta le  rete l l ings .  

Sarah De Loach  jo ined the team as  L ibrary  Technica l  Ass istant  I  in
the C irculat ion department  on November  27,  2023.  Ms.  De Loach
is  a  recent  graduate f rom Auburn Univers i ty  and received her  BA
in  Engl ish:  Creat ive  Writ ing  with  a  minor  in  History.  She obta ined
her  AS in  General  Studies  with  a  concentrat ion in  Engl ish  at  B ishop
State  Community  Col lege.  She has  p lans  to  cont inue her  educat ion
and obtain  her  MA in  L ibrary  Sc iences  once she has  sett led into
her  new role  with  us .  Pr ior  to  th is  pos i t ion,  she worked with in  our
own USA Health  system in  the Neurology department.  She has  a lso
worked with  col lege students  at  her  a lma mater ,  Auburn
Univers i ty ,  in  the bookstore’s  textbooks  department.  Personal ly
speaking,  Sarah loves  to  wr i te ,  read,  go to  Renaissance fest iva ls ,
and go out  with  f r iends.  Her  forever  favor i te  book ser ies  i s  Percy
Jackson & The Olympians  (sequels ,  inc luded)  -  no matter  how old
she gets .

AROUND THE STATES 
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NLM Travel ing Exhibit  and Related Events
The Char les  M.  Baugh Biomedica l  L ibrary  hosted the Nat ional  L ibrary  of  Medic ine’s  t ravel ing
exhib i t ,  “L i fe  and L imb:  The Tol l  of  the American C iv i l  War”  f rom September  25 to  November
4,  2023.  The exhib i t  was  on d isplay  in  the lobby of  the l ibrary  with  art i facts  f rom the Mobi le
Medica l  Museum.

NLM Travel ing Exhibit :  L i fe  and L imb:  The Tol l  of  the American Civ i l  War  

Panel  Presentat ion and the Pickens Family  Papers  
Several  events  took p lace in  assoc iat ion with  the NLM exhib i t ,  inc luding a  panel
presentat ion by  Dr .  Henry  McKiven,  Associate  Professor  of  History  and Dr .  Jess  Mul lens,
Res idency Program Director  for  Orthopedic  Surgery  at  USA Health.  Dr .  McKiven’s  ta lk  was
based on informat ion g leaned from the P ickens  Fami ly  Papers  curated by  the Doyle  Leale
McCal l  Rare  Books  and Manuscr ipts  L ibrary  at  USA.  Dr .  Mul lens’  presentat ion covered
amputat ion procedures  and how they have evolved over  t ime from the C iv i l  War  era  to
the present .

Onl ine Book Discuss ion -  Empty S leeves:  Amputat ion in  the Civ i l  War South
Another  event  was  an onl ine book d iscuss ion with  Dr .  Br ian Mi l ler ,  author  of  Empty
Sleeves:  Amputat ion in  the C iv i l  War  South.  In  h is  h ighly  or ig inal  and deeply  researched
work,  Mi l ler  explored the ramif icat ions  of  amputat ion on the Confederacy,  both dur ing
and after  the C iv i l  War.  He explored how the issues  of  dependency and d isabi l i ty
reshaped Southern soc iety .  
 
Blood Drive 
Last ly ,  the B iomedica l  L ibrary  hosted a  b lood dr ive  in  partnership  with  L i feSouth Blood
Centers  in  Mobi le .  Twenty  donors  reg istered for  the successfu l  event .  
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Charles  M.  Baugh Biomedical  L ibrary  cont inued

Veterans’  Express ions  Art  Exhibit  
For  the second year  in  a  row,  the ArtSpace@BioMed gal lery  space hosted the Veterans’
Express ions  art  exhib i t ion,  featur ing  artwork by  Veterans  and art ists  who are  Veteran-
aff i l iated.  This  year ’s  exhib i t ion inc luded artwork created by  fami ly  members  of  l ibrary  staf f
members ,  a l l  of  whom were Veterans  and were art ists  or  graphic  art ists ,  as  wel l  as  p ieces
from pr ivate  col lect ions.  The Off ice  of  Veteran Affa i rs  partnered with  the Biomedica l  L ibrary
to promote the exhib i t ion and to  host  a  recept ion where v is i tors  could  learn about  the
art ists .  USA mascots  SouthPaw and Pawla  were a lso  in  attendance.

Presentat ions  and Publ icat ions

Webinar:  Doing More Whi le  Avoiding Burn-Out
Gai l  Kouame,  Director  of  the B iomedica l  L ibrary ,  was  inv i ted to  be a  panel ist  for  a  webinar
t i t led,  “Doing More Whi le  Avoid ing Burn-Out:  Help ing Medica l  L ibrar ians  Balance Emerging
Demands.”  The webinar  took p lace on Wednesday,  October  4 ,  and was co-sponsored by the
Medica l  L ibrary  Associat ion and Wolters  K luwer.  The sess ion was moderated by  Michel le
Kraft ,  D irector  of  L ibrary  Serv ices  at  the C leveland Cl in ic .  Fe l low panel ists  were Br idget
J ivanel l i ,  Medica l  L ibrar ian at  the Hospita l  for  Specia l  Surgery  in  New York  C i ty ,  and Bever ly
Murphy Ass istant  Director ,  Communicat ions  and Web Content  Management  at  the Duke
Univers i ty  Medica l  Center  L ibrary  & Archives .  A  recording of  the webinar  i s  avai lable:  :
https://ce-v id.woltersk luwer.com/watch/1VARED23mHfeLSWekxbVGv

Publ icat ions
Clanton,  C .  Implement ing REDCap at  the Univers i ty  of  South Alabama.  J  Hosp L ibrar .
2023;  23(1) :  211-214.  doi :  10.1080/15323269.2023.2223122

·       C lanto
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Charles  M.  Baugh Biomedical  L ibrary  Publ icat ions  cont inued

Basu N,  Bar inas  J ,  Wi l l iams K,  C lanton C,  Smith PN .  Understanding nurse suic ide us ing
an ideat ion-to-act ion framework:  An integrat ive  rev iew.  J  Adv Nurs .  2023;79(12) :4472-
4488.  doi :10.1111/jan.15681
Butler  D,  Mel l ick  LB,  C lanton C .  A  systemat ic  rev iew of  anesthet ic ,  sa l ine and dry
needl ing  in ject ions  for  headache pat ients .  Emerg Med Open J .  2023;  9(1) :  28-32.  doi :
10.17140/EMOJ-9-170
Britt -Thomas JY,  Kr idel  M,  Velez  J ,  Kouame G,  Tharr ington S,  Barrett  T ,  Casanova T .  A
scoping rev iew of  inst i tut ional  pol ic ies  and recommendat ions  for  t rans  inpat ient  mental
health  care.  J  Psychiatr  Ment  Health  Nurs .  2023 Dec;30(6) :1043-1053.  doi :
10.1111/jpm.12933.  

L ister  Hi l l  L ibrary  of  the Health Sc iences,  Univers i ty  of  Alabama at
Birmingham
Submit ted by:  Melanie Watts,  MLS and J i l l  Deaver,  MA, MLIS

Staff  Updates  -  New Employees and Promotions:
Becca Bi l l ings,  MLIS,  AHIP,  was  promoted from Ass istant  Professor  to  Associate  Professor  in
October  2023.  She is  now establ ished in  her  new role  as  Systemat ic  Reviews Coordinator  in
the C l in ica l ,  Academic,  & Research Engagement  Department  (CARE)  at  L ister  Hi l l  L ibrary  of
the Health  Sc iences.  She is  current ly  working on launching the new webpage and f ina l iz ing
formal  pol ic ies  for  the Systemat ic  Review team and their  users .  A  new track ing form and
procedure has  been establ ished to  track  systemat ic  rev iews and the team’s  progress .  Becca
was formerly  the Nurs ing  L ia ison and is  enjoying her  new role  as  she cont inues  to  look for
ways  to  improve systemat ic  rev iews at  UAB.

Christy  Hogan,  MLIS,  Ass istant  Professor ,  Col lect ion Development  L ibrar ian for  the Health
Sc iences  earned her  MLIS  f rom F lor ida State  Univers i ty .  Before tak ing th is  newly  created
posit ion on October  1 ,  2023,  Chr isty  was  a  member of  the Technology and Technica l  Serv ices
department  at  UAB for  16 years .

Lauren Wheeler ,  MLIS,  Systemat ic  Review Associate,  earned her  MLIS  f rom Wayne State
Univers i ty  in  2016.  Before start ing  at  L ister  Hi l l  L ibrary  in  Apr i l  2023,  Lauren worked at  the
Health  Sc iences  and Human Serv ices  L ibrary  at  the Univers i ty  of  Maryland Balt imore.  At  LHL
she ass ists  with  systemat ic  rev iews and other  ev idence synthes is  projects  and enjoys  every
part  of  the search process!  Lauren l ives  in  Maryland,  making her  our  very  f i rst  fu l ly  remote
worker .  

Melanie  Watts ,  MLS,  jo ined the team in  Apr i l  2023 as  Research L ibrary  Associate.  Melanie
earned her  MLS at  the Univers i ty  of  A labama and worked for  many years  at  EBSCO
Informat ion Serv ices .  She is  happy to  jo in  the team working on chat  and L ibGuides.
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L ister  Hi l l  L ibrary  cont inued

Becca Bi l l ings Christy  Hogan

Lauren Wheeler Melanie  Watts

Publ icat ions
Vance DE,  Col lette  C,  Frank JS ,  B i l l ings  R,  Deaver  J ,  Del  Bene VA,  Fazel i  PL ,  Bai l  JR,  L i
W,  Tr iebel  K,  Von Ah D,  Wang HL .  Cognit ive  intra- indiv idual  var iabi l i ty  in  breast  cancer
surv ivors :  A  systemat ic  rev iew.  Appl  Neuropsychol  Adult .  2023 Oct  25:1-15.  doi :
10.1080/23279095.2023.2270097.  Epub ahead of  pr int .
Wi lson AB,  Brooks  WS,  Edwards  DN,  Deaver  J ,  Surd JA,  P i r lo  OJ ,  Byrd WA,  Meyer  ER,
Beresheim A,  Cuskey SL ,  Ts intolas  JG,  Norre l l  ES ,  F isher  HC,  Skaggs  CW, Mysak D,  Lev in
SR,  Escut ia  Rosas  CE,  Cale  AS,  Kar im MN,  Pol lock  J ,  Kakos  NJ ,  O'Br ien MS,  Luf ler  RS.
Survey response rates  in  health  sc iences  educat ion research:  A  10-year  meta-analys is .
Anat  Sc i  Educ.  2023 Oct  18.  doi :  10.1002/ase.2345.  Epub ahead of  pr int .
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Alabama Health L ibrar ies  Associat ion Annual  Meeting,  Nov.  9-10,  2023
Sylv ia  McAphee,  MLIS,  AHLA 2023 Pres ident ,  coordinated the AHLA meet ing which was
attended by l ibrar ians  f rom across  the state  of  A labama.  Attendees  part ic ipated in  the
associat ion’s  bus iness  meet ing and heard from three inv i ted speakers  who spoke about
express ive  wr i t ing,  nature journal ing,  and music  therapy.

From the Nature Journal ing workshop :

Michael  F i tts  and Andrea Wright
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Flor ida
Charlotte  E.  Maguire  Medical  L ibrary,  F lor ida State Univers i ty ,  Tal lahassee
Submit ted by:  Melodie Gardner,  MLIS,  AHIP

                                                                                            
FSU Open Scholars  Project  Symposium
In  ce lebrat ion of  NASA’s  dec larat ion of  2023 as  the Year  of  Open Sc ience,  FSU hosted a  specia l
symposium September  28 -  29,  2023,  the FSU Open Scholars  Project  Symposium.  Organized by
l ibrar ians  in  the Medica l  L ibrary  and across  the univers i ty ,  th is  symposium was a  part ic ipant-
dr iven event  featur ing  a  range of  topics ,  projects ,  and resources  re lated to  open sc ience
inc luding open access  publ ish ing,  open data,  and more.

The symposium was hosted by  the FSU Open Scholars  Project  (OSP) .  OSP is  a  community  of
pract ice  for  researchers  and pract i t ioners  who are  cur ious  about  open access  publ ish ing,  open
sc ience,  and FAIR data  at  F lor ida State  Univers i ty  and in  the Tal lahassee area.  The goal  of  th is
community  i s  to  connect  researchers  and scholars  f rom al l  d isc ip l ines  and provide a  support ive
space to  learn f rom each other ,  engage in  candid  d iscuss ions,  and apply  open pr inc ip les  to
research pract ices .

Roxann Mourat idis ,  Camil le  Thomas,  Kass idy Hof-Mahoney,
 Gizem Solmaz-Ratz laff ,  and Jonathan DaSo.
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Flor ida At lant ic  Univers i ty  Medical  L ibrary,  Boca Raton FL
Submit ted by:  Ti f fany Fol l in,  MLIS and Michel le  Keba Knecht,  MS, AHIP

Red & Blue Days
The FAU L ibrar ies  organized a  weeklong “Amazing Race”  scavenger  hunt  f rom August  26 –Sept
2,  dur ing  which i t  a lso  hosted i ts  second Open House for  the FAU community  on August  31,
2023.  Both events  were held  in  conjunct ion with  the Univers i ty ’s  Red and Blue Weeks.  External
Relat ions  promoted the event  us ing  “swag” g iveaways  to  encourage involvement  of
part ic ipants  in  the Amazing Race Scavenger  Hunt  as  wel l  as  those pass ing  by  indiv idual  tables .
The event  ut i l i zed the same Goosechase p latform as  last  year .  FAU L ibrar ies  had 182
part ic ipants  with  over  1 ,515 submiss ions  at  the conclus ion of  the Amazing Race,  with  58
submiss ions  for  the Medica l  L ibrary  miss ion dur ing the Open House.  

Medica l  l ibrar ians  Michel le  Keba Knecht  and T i f fany Fol l in  connected with  approximately  65
students  and FAU staf f  dur ing  the event .  The fun and informal  sett ing  cont inued to  be a
wonderful  way to  switch up the dai ly  rout ine and interact  with  students  beyond the Col lege of
Medic ine.  The l ibrar ians  changed certa in  e lements  f rom last  year ’s  event  based on qual i tat ive
feedback and department  analys is .  The scavenger  hunt  ut i l i zed the same quest ion (How many
parts  are  in  the model  heart?  Answer:  8) ,  and the new “swag” matched the event ’s  theme with
a stress  bal l  in  the shape of  a  sty l i zed heart  featur ing  the FAU L ibrar ies  logo.  The model  heart
was a  b i t  more frag i le  th is  year ,  which p layed into the l ive ly  interact ions  with  students  who
were promptly  g iven a  de-stress  heart  to  ut i l i ze  dur ing  their  upcoming semester .  Students
widely  var ied in  majors ,  but  pre-med students  were ident i f ied and received a  br ief  explanat ion
on how to access  the MCAT prep model  avai lable  v ia  PrepSTEP for  Col leges  and Univers i t ies .

Michel le  Keba Knecht  and Ti f fany Fol l in
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Flor ida At lant ic  Univers i ty  L ibrary  Continued

Interprofess ional  Healthcare Book Club
FAU L ibrar ies  hosted the inaugural  meet ing of  the Interprofess ional  Healthcare Book C lub on
November  29,  2023,  coordinated by  Michel le  Keba Knecht .  The book c lub wi l l  meet  each
semester  to  d iscuss  a  graphic  novel  focused on a  healthcare topic  f rom the pat ients ’  perspect ive.
“Graphic  Medic ine is  a  f ie ld  that  explores  and supports  the interact ion between the medium of
comics  and the d iscourse of  healthcare”  (https://www.graphicmedic ine.org/about) .  The FAU
Interprofess ional  Book C lub br ings  together  voices  f rom the Col lege of  Medic ine,  the Col lege of
Nurs ing,  and the School  of  Soc ia l  Work,  a long with  any student ,  s taf f ,  or  faculty  with  an interest
in  healthcare topics .  Part ic ipat ion in  the book c lub a lso  fosters  cr i t ica l  communicat ion sk i l l s  that
ref lect  the Core Competencies  of  the Interprofess ional  Educat ion Col laborat ive  ( IPEC) :  Values
and Ethics ,  Roles  and Responsib i l i t ies ,  Communicat ions,  and Teams and Teamwork.  
A l l ie  Brosh’s  Hyperbole  and a  Hal f :  Unfortunate  S i tuat ions,  F lawed Coping Mechanisms,  Mayhem,
and Other  Things  was  wel l  received by  attendees,  who read Depress ion Part  1  and Depress ion
Part  2  for  the d iscuss ion.  The next  meet ing wi l l  be  held  in  February  and wi l l  h ighl ight  a  graphic
novel  for  Nat ional  Cancer  Prevent ion Month.
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Flor ida At lant ic  Univers i ty  L ibrary  Continued

Socia l  Media
The FAU medica l  l ibrar ians  are  “tr ip le  threats”:  Healthcare Resource Specia l i s ts ,  Medica l  L ibrary
Content  Experts ,  and. . .  Instagram Stars?  Yes ,  Instagram Stars!  
Start ing  with  an untradit ional  “unboxing”  v ideo featur ing  seven newly  arr ived graphic  medic ine
novels ,  which turned into a  poster  col laborat ion accepted at  3  conferences,  the medica l
l ibrar ians  have broken onto the soc ia l  media  scene to  connect  with  and engage audiences  in  a
l ighthearted manner  intended to  humanize  l ibrar ians  us ing  humor and re latabi l i ty .  

Starr ing the Medical  L ibrar ians:  
Wimberly  L ibrary ,  @faul ibrar ies .  “POV:  l ibrar ians  pos ing with  their  books  l ike  men pose
with f i sh  🐠”  Instagram,  October  27,  2023.  https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy6AGrNAC4l/  
Wimber ly  L ibrary ,  @faul ibrar ies .  “ Jo in ing Forces  with  Gary  Forbes.”  Instagram,  October
25,  2023.  https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy1c6qPvhCd/ 
Wimber ly  L ibrary ,  @faul ibrar ies .  “Medica l  L ibrar ians  Month.”  Instagram,  October  6 ,  2023.
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyEWEvWASyP/ 
Wimber ly  L ibrary ,  @faul ibrar ies .  “Level  Up.”  Instagram,  Sept  25,  2023.
https://www.instagram.com/p/CxnoF3ygsER/  
Wimber ly  L ibrary ,  @faul ibrar ies .  “Wow Kapow!”  Instagram,  Ju ly  13,  2023.
https://www.instagram.com/p/CupUk6tgbXE/

12



Flor ida At lant ic  Univers i ty  L ibrary  Continued

Presentat ions  and Publ icat ions

Knecht,  M.  & Fol l in ,  T .  (December  2023)  Creat ing  a  Graphic  Medic ine Book C lub to  Promote
Interprofess ional  Educat ion and Community .  Presented at  the South F lor ida Health  Sc ience
Library  Consort ium (SFHSLC)  Annual  Winter  Meet ing,  Onl ine
Frood,  D. ,  Fol l in ,  T . ,  & Fadel ,  A .  (December  2023)  Unboxing the Potent ia l  of  Instagram:  A
Graphic  Medic ine Col lect ion Development  Col laborat ion.  Presented at  the South F lor ida
Health  Sc ience L ibrary  Consort ium (SFHSLC)  Annual  Winter  Meet ing.  Onl ine
Fol l in ,  T .  (November  2023)  Express  Yoursel f :  Ut i l i z ing  the PUMP Act  in  Medica l  L ibrar ies .
Research/Qual i ty  Improvement/Program presentat ion at  the Pac i f ic  Northwest  Chapter  of
the Medica l  L ibrary  Associat ion (PNCMLA)  Annual  Meet ing,  Onl ine
Frood,  D. ,  Fol l in ,  T . ,  & Fadel ,  A.  (November  2023)  Unboxing the Potent ia l  of  Instagram:  A
Graphic  Medic ine Col lect ion Development  Col laborat ion.  Poster  Presented at  the Char leston
Hub Annual  Conference,  Char leston,  SC.  
Fol l in ,  T . ,  Frood,  D. ,  & Fadel ,  A.  (November  2023)  Unboxing the Potent ia l  of  Instagram:  A
Graphic  Medic ine Col lect ion Development  Col laborat ion.  Poster  presentat ion at  the Pac i f ic
Northwest  Chapter  of  the Medica l  L ibrary  Associat ion (PNCMLA)  Annual  Meet ing.  Onl ine.
Knecht,  M.  & Fol l in ,  T .  (October  2023)  Creat ing  a  Graphic  Medic ine Book C lub to  Promote
Interprofess ional  Educat ion and Community .  L ightning ta lk  presentat ion at  the Tennessee
Health  Sc ience L ibrary  Associat ion (THeSLA) .  Onl ine.
Arshad,  S .* ,  Fal iv ,  M.*,  Forbes,  J .* ,  Gerges,  M.*,  Hooks,  O.*,  Jones,  J .* ,  Shrontz ,  A.*,
S ibson,  K.*,  Casey,  B. ,  Knecht,  M.,  Perumareddi ,  P . ,  & Wyatt ,  A.  (November  2023) .
Improving pediatr ic  vacc inat ion rates:  A  scoping rev iew.  Poster  presentat ion at  Learn Serve
Lead 2023:  The AMMC Annual  Meet ing,  Seatt le ,  WA.
Knecht,  MK  ( Ju ly  2023) .  AccessPediatr ics  Review.  J  E lectron Resour  Med L ibr ,  20(2-3) ,  84-
93.  https://doi .org/10.1080/15424065.2023.2237402

L ibrar ian Spot l ight:  
Michel le  Keba Knecht:  https:// l ibrary . fau.edu/external -

re lat ions/ l ibrar ian-spot l ight-michel le-keba-knecht-senior-medica l -
l ibrar ian 

13

https://doi.org/10.1080/15424065.2023.2237402


Harr iet  F .  Ginsburg Health Sc iences  L ibrary,  Univers i ty  of  Central  F lor ida,  Or lando
Submit ted by:  Shalu Gi l lum, JD,  MLS, AHIP

Staff  Updates:
Meet our  new l ibrary  intern!  
 
This  fa l l  we welcomed another  l ibrary  sc ience student  as  our  latest  intern.  Emily  Hannum  jo ined
the team as  a  L ibrary  Technica l  Ass istant  and is  responsib le  for  ass ist ing  patrons  and managing the
l ibrary ’s  technology.  She a lso  supports  reference,  scholar ly  communicat ion,  publ ic  serv ices ,  and
col lect ion development  projects .  

Emi ly  has  a  bachelor ’s  degree in  Cr iminal  Just ice  f rom the Univers i ty  of  Maryland Univers i ty
Col lege,  a  master ’s  degree in  Cr iminal  Just ice  f rom the Univers i ty  of  C inc innat i ,  and she ant ic ipates
graduat ing  with  her  master ’s  degree in  L ibrary  and Informat ion Sc ience from the Univers i ty  of
South F lor ida in  the spr ing  of  2024.  Her  academic  interests  inc lude specia l  populat ions  and
intersect ional i ty  with in  cr iminal  just ice  systems,  inc luding health  topics  such as  mental  d isorders
and addict ion management.   

Publ icat ions:  
Gotschal l  T ,  Spencer  A,  Hoogland MA,  Cortez  E ,  I r ish  E .  Journals  accept ing  case reports .  J  Med L ibr
Assoc.  2023 Oct  2;111(4) :819-822.  doi :10.5195/jmla.2023.1747.  

Gotschal l  T .  Resource Review:  EndNote 21 desktop vers ion.  J  Med L ibr  Assoc.  2023 Oct
2;111(4) :852-853.  doi :  10.5195/jmla.2023.1803.  

Emily  Hannum
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Shalu Gi l lum received the 
Univers i ty  of  Central  F lor ida 

Col lege of  Medic ine 2023 
Outstanding Peer  Mentorship 

Award.   
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USF Health L ibrar ies ,  Univers i ty  of  South F lor ida,  Tampa,  FL
Submit ted by:  Tsu Yin Lue

New Staff  Members
Our newest  members  of  staf f ,  Damion J .  Beckett  and Bryan Reeder ,  jo ined us  th is  year  and have
seamless ly  integrated into l i fe  at  the USF Health  L ibrar ies .

Damion J .  Beckett  jo ined us  th is  August  as  our  new L ibrary  Operat ions  Superv isor .  He manages
our  Access  Serv ices  group,  a  team composed of  staf f  and student  employees,  at  two phys ica l
locat ions.  Pr ior  to  the USF Health  L ibrar ies ,  Damion was a  L ibrary  Serv ice  Specia l i s t  at  L incoln
Univers i ty  in  Oxford,  PA.  Damion has  a  Master  of  Sc ience in  Management  with  a  focus  on
Organizat ional  Leadership  f rom Wi lmington Univers i ty  and a  Bachelor  of  Sc ience in  Psychology
from L iberty  Univers i ty .  He br ings  a  wealth  of  project  management  expert ise ,  ef fect ive
communicat ion,  and leadership  exper ience from his  work  and volunteer  exper ience.  Addit ional ly ,
he current ly  serves  as  the Soc ia l  Act ions  Project  Manager  for  the Ps i  Iota  Chapter  of  Omega Ps i
Phi  Fraternity ,  Inc .

Bryan Reeder  jo ined us  th is  September.  He is  a  recent  graduate f rom the Univers i ty  of  F lor ida
and the newest  addit ion to  the l ibrary  staf f  as  our  F isca l  and Bus iness  Specia l i s t .  
He is  thr i l led to  jo in  the USF Health  L ibrar ies  as  h is  f i rst  profess ional  job.  He enjoys  p lay ing
tennis  in  h is  spare t ime and is  pass ionate about  learning how to ut i l i ze  AI  to  benef i t  the wor ld
around us .

Damion J  Beckett Bryan Reeder
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We were jo ined at  a  few of  our  dog therapy events  by  the Act iv ist  Lab from USF’s  Col lege of
Publ ic  Health.  Let ’s  Chat!  i s  their  current  project ,  based on the Surgeon General ’s  2023 report ,
Our Epidemic  of  Lonel iness  and Iso lat ion .  The Act iv ist  Lab a ims to  help  combat  the epidemic  of
lonel iness  and soc ia l  i so lat ion in  our  country  by  provid ing mater ia ls  on strategies  to  prevent
lonel iness  and to  bui ld  soc ia l  connect ions.  To engage people,  i t  uses  a  fun spinning wheel  of
quest ions  that  people  get  to  answer  and then receive swag.  The Act iv ist  Lab is  a lso  working with
the F lor ida Publ ic  Health  Associat ion to  advance ef forts  to  reduce lonel iness  and iso lat ion
throughout  F lor ida.  I t  i s  developing a  statewide resource guide that  wi l l  he lp  people  connect
with  one another  and groups and agencies .

Hal loween dog therapy,  one of  our  b iggest  annual  events ,  looked di f ferent  at  our  two locat ions.
Snacks ,  dr inks ,  therapy dogs,  and a  mystery  box of  swag were avai lable  at  each locat ion.

Exhibits  are  back!

USF Health L ibrar ies  Cont inued

Fal l  Events  
Our therapy events  cont inue to  be popular .  Who doesn’t  enjoy  dogs,  t reats ,  and crafts?  

We k ickstarted host ing  exhib i ts  at  the USF
Health  L ibrar ies  again  with  the Nat ional
Academy of  Medic ine’s  (NAM) travel ing  art
exhib i t ,  “Express ions  of  C l in ic ian Wel l -Being.”
The exhib i t  addressed c l in ic ian burnout  and was
hosted at  Shimberg Health  Sc iences  L ibrary  for  a
2-month run.  The phys ica l  exhib i t  inc luded a
smal l  port ion of  the artwork f rom the or ig inal
exhib i t ion,  which can be v iewed onl ine.   Some
of  the artwork in  th is  exhib i t  can be emotional ly
chal lenging topic  matter .
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USF Health L ibrar ies  Cont inued

Pass ive Engagement
We have cont inued our  pass ive  programming (puzz les ,  co lor ing  sheets ,  etc . )  through the
semester  to  help  students  de-stress  and re lax .  We a lso  brought  back  our  Exam Week Snack
Break at  Shimberg.  We are  current ly  t r ia l ing  i t  at  our  downtown locat ion,  F lor ida B lue Health
Knowledge Exchange.

Addit ional ly ,  we a lso  dec ided to  try  something new this  semester  –  white  board prompts.  As  we
started br inging exhib i ts  back  to  Shimberg post-pandemic,  we bel ieved the potent ia l  increase of
foot  traf f ic  would g ive  us  another  opportunity  to  engage patrons.  

Conferences  and Publ icat ions  
Severa l  of  our  l ibrar ians  attended the 2023 Southern Chapter  -  South Centra l  Jo int  MLA
Chapter  Meet ing in  New Or leans  th is  September.

Stephanie  Tomlinson,  MLIS,  AHIP ,  served as  the Chairperson of  the Profess ional
Development  Committee,  and a lso  presented a  paper  with  Janet  Chan,  MLIS,  AHIP ,  on
behal f  of  the USFHL Research & Educat ion Unit :

Tomlinson S,  Bul lers  K,  Howard AM, Hanson A,  Chan J ,  Murray Conner  LA,  Lue T.
“Usabi l i ty  Test ing  for  a  Health  Sc iences  L ibrary  Website  Des ign,”  Paper  presented at
SC-  SCC 2023 Jo int  MLA Chapter  Meet ing;  September  21-26,  2023;  New Or leans,  LA.
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USF Health L ibrar ies  Cont inued

Also in  attendance at  the jo int  conference were Rose Bland,  Dr.  Ju l ie  Evener,  and Mindy Berg.
Mindy and Ju l ie  returned to  New Or leans  short ly  after  the jo int  conference to  attend ALA’s  Core
Forum conference.

Later  in  the semester ,  Rose Bland,  MA,  MPA,  AHIP ,  ventured out  to  Seatt le  for  AAHSL and AAMC
conferences.  Ardis  Hanson,  PhD  jo ined her  for  the AAMC meet ing.

Dr.  Ardis  Hanson v i r tual ly  attended ACURIL ’s  Execut ive  Counci l  meet ing as  Par l iamentar ian and
Chair  of  the Const i tut ion and Bylaws Committee.

From al l  of  us  at  the USF Health L ibrar ies ,  
Happy Hol idays!!!
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Georgia

Robert  B.  Greenblatt  MD L ibrary,  Augusta Univers i ty ,  Augusta GA
Submit ted by:  Darra Bal lance,  MLIS

L ibrary  Anniversary  Celebrat ion
The Robert  B.  Greenblatt ,  MD L ibrary  concluded i ts  year- long 60th Anniversary  ce lebrat ions
with  two major  events .  The l ibrary  was  establ ished in  1834,  but  i t  wasn’t  unt i l  1963 when a
bui ld ing  was  constructed speci f ica l ly  for  i t .  Pr ior  to  1963 the l ibrary  shared l imited space with
c lassrooms,  laborator ies ,  and off ices  in  other  campus bui ld ings .  On October  18,  2023,  Dr .
Robert  Nesbit  gave an informat ive  lecture on Dr .  Robert  Greenblatt ,  the l ibrary ’s  namesake
s ince 1988.  Renée Sharrock  gave a  presentat ion on the h istory  of  the l ibrary  featur ing  Sadie
Rainsford and Dr .  Tom Bas ler .  Many ret i rees  and former  employees  of  the l ibrary  attended.
For  the f ina l  event ,  the Greenblatt  L ibrary  hosted a  Student  Food & Fun Fair  featur ing  lawn
games,  therapy dogs,  and Augusta  Univers i ty ’s  mascot ,  Augustus.  Some of  the univers i ty ’s
student  serv ices  such as  the Health  Profess ionals  Outreach and Center  for  Writ ing  Excel lence,
a lso  had informat ion tables .  The free boxed lunches  for  the students  were g iven out  with in  30
minutes,  and the ce lebrat ion cake was cut  and d istr ibuted with in  15 minutes.  The Student  Fa ir
was  an outstanding event  to  c lose out  the 60th Anniversary  ce lebrat ions.  

Dean of  L ibrar ies  Brad Warren cuts  the celebrat ion cake.  
The therapy dogs  can be see in  the background.nNDd.
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NLM Travel ing Exhibit
Greenblatt  wi l l  be  host ing  a  travel ing  exhib i t  f rom the Nat ional  L ibrary  of  Medic ine f rom
December  18 to  January  27.  “Care and Custody:  Past  Responses  to  Mental  Health”  looks  at  the
history  of  how the United States  has  addressed and treated mental  health  i ssues.  More
informat ion is  avai lable  here:  https://www.nlm.nih.gov/hmd/about/exhib i t ion/travel ing-
careandcustody.html

Publ icat ions  and Publ icat ions
Britt -Thomas JY,  Kr idel  M,  Velez  J ,  Kouame G,  Tharr ington S,  Barrett  T ,  Casanova T.  A
scoping rev iew of  inst i tut ional  pol ic ies  and recommendat ions  for  t rans  inpat ient  mental
health  care.  J  Psychiatr  Ment  Health  Nurs .  2023 Dec;30(6) :1043-1053.  doi :
10.1111/jpm.12933.  Epub 2023 May 18.  
Aspasia  Luster ,  Bett ina Askew,  Lexy Kat ic .  “Wowzers:  Creat ing  a  L ibrary  Hangout  Spot
from Scratch.”  Georgia  L ibrar ies  Conference.  

Robert  B.  Greenblatt  MD L ibrary  cont inued

 
L ibrary  staff  attending the 60th Anniversary  Celebrat ion inc luded 

Kathy Davies,  L isa  Workman,  Brad Warren,  Lynn Dennison,  Brenda Seago,  and Frank Dennison.

The Wow Space was located on the first floor during the library’s renovation in
2022. The purpose of the Wow Space was to allow a relaxing space for students to
de-stress. The library had been without a leisure reading collection or a book
budget for the last ten years, so this was an exciting project anticipated by all the
library employees. The presentation discussed their brainstorming of ideas, the
designing of the relaxation elements of the space, how they researched which
games, artwork, and books to purchase, the ordering process, the assigned
budget, and the project timeline. Although this was the “fun” and last part of the
renovation process, there was a lot of work and time involved to make the Wow
Space a welcoming environment that would pique students’ interest and entice
them to visit the library for relaxation. 
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Robert  B.  Greenblatt  MD L ibrary  cont inued

Staff  Updates
On September  1  the Augusta  Univers i ty  L ibrar ies  welcomed El izabeth L ightfoot  as  the inaugural
Director  of  Col lect ions  and Resource Strategies .  As  part  of  the Dean’s  Senior  Leadership  team,
El izabeth wi l l  provide leadership  for  col lect ions,  acquis i t ions,  cata loging,  e-resources,  scholar ly
communicat ions,  data  serv ices ,  spec ia l  co l lect ions,  and government  documents  for  the Augusta
Univers i ty  L ibrar ies .  The complete  story  i s  avai lable  here:
https://aul ibrar ies .com/2023/08/07/el izabeth- l ightfoot-to- jo in-au- l ibrar ies-as- inaugural -
d irector-of-col lect ions-and-resource-strategies/ .

Er in  Prent iss  i s  the new Access  Serv ices  L ibrar ian at  the Augusta  Univers i ty  L ibrar ies .  She is  a
former ALA Spectrum Scholar  and graduated with  an MSLIS  f rom the Univers i ty  of  I l l inois
Urbana-Champaign.  Ms.  Prent iss  started her  l ibrary  career  at  Augusta  Univers i ty  as  a  Reference
and User  Engagement  L ibrar ian.  Most  recent ly ,  she served as  the Outreach Serv ices  Manager  at
the Augusta-Richmond County  Publ ic  L ibrary  System.  Ms.  Prent iss  i s  exc i ted to  return to
Augusta  Univers i ty  and looks  forward to  help ing the Access  Serv ices  department  meet  user
needs.  

Woodruff  Health  Sc iences  Center  L ibrary,  Emory Univers i ty ,  At lanta,  GA
Submit ted by:  Kimber ly  R Powel l ,  MIS

2023 SCC/SCMLA Joint  Meeting Presentat ions  by Emory L ibrar ians
The Emory Woodruff  Health  Sc iences  Center  L ibrary  supported two l ibrar ians  attending the
recent  SCMLA Annual  Meet ing in  New Or leans.  Research Impact  Informat ionist ,  Kim Powel l ,
presented a  paper  ent i t led “The F ive  L ibrary  Directors :  V is ions  for  Medica l  L ibrar ianship  f rom
the Last  100 Years ,”  as  wel l  as  a  poster  h ighl ight ing  the l ibrary ’s  ef forts  in  ce lebrat ing  our  100-
year  Anniversary.  K im a lso  part ic ipated in  the SCCMLA Writ ing  Retreat  co-sponsored at  the
annual  meet ing by  the South Centra l  Academic  Medica l  L ibrar ies  (SCAMeL)  Consort ium.  Hannah
Rogers ,  Head of  Informat ion Serv ices ,  presented a  l ightning ta lk ,  “Adapt ing to  the Future:
Strategies  for  Successfu l ly  Managing Informat ionists  in  a  Hybr id  Environment.”  
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Emory WHSC L ibrary  Continued

WHSC L ibrary  Celebrates  i ts  100-year  Anniversary
The WHSC L ibrary  cont inues  to  ce lebrate  the 100-year  anniversary  of  the Emory Univers i ty
Medica l  L ibrary .  Founded as  the Abner  Wel lborn Calhoun Medica l  L ibrary  in  1923 to  support
the Emory Univers i ty  School  of  Medic ine,  the l ibrary  f i rst  opened i ts  doors  in  January  1924.
The WHSC L ibrary  now supports  the univers i ty ’s  schools  of  medic ine,  nurs ing,  and publ ic
health,  in  addit ion to  the graduate school  d iv is ion of  b io logica l  and b iomedica l  sc iences.  WHSC
Library  a lso  supports  the Emory Healthcare System and numerous At lanta-based research
centers ,  such as  the Emory Nat ional  Pr imate Research Center  and the Georgia  C l in ica l  and
Trans lat ional  Sc iences  Al l iance.

Two recent  events  h ighl ighted the anniversary  theme Bui ld ing on a  Legacy:  Soar ing to  New
Heights .  On September  14 Dr .  Patty  Brennan spoke in  her  last  publ ic  appearance as  Director  of
the Nat ional  L ibrary  of  Medic ine.  Her  ta lk ,  “Real  L ibrar ies  for  a  Future Powered by Art i f ic ia l
Inte l l igence,”  h ighl ighted the important  ro le  of  l ibrar ies  in  the future and the impact  of  AI .
Fol lowing her  keynote address ,  a  panel  d iscuss ion on “ Impactfu l  Col laborat ions,”  showcased
l ibrar ian impacts  on univers i ty  programs,  miss ions,  and outcomes.  Recordings  of  the two-hour
celebrat ion event  can be v iewed on the l ibrary ’s  YouTube channel :
https://youtu.be/6vI18mDy2Gw. 

On October  24 the l ibrary  h ighl ighted i ts  past  as  part  of  the 20th Annual  J .  Wi l l i s  Hurst  History
of  Medic ine Symposium.  Matt  Mi l ler ,  WHSC L ibrary  Col lect ions  Specia l i s t ,  showcased the
landmark works  in  the h istory  of  anatomy avai lable  through our  h istor ica l  pr int  col lect ions,  in
addit ion to  a  f i rst  edit ion copy of  Andreas  Vesal ius  De Humani  Corpor is  Fabr ica  L ibr i  Septem
(1543) .  WHSC L ibrary  Archiv ist  Ashley Stevens presented h ighl ights  f rom the J .  Wi l l i s  Hurst
Papers ,  inc luding correspondence with  then-Pres ident  Lyndon B.  Johnson and F i rst  Lady Lady
Bird  Johnson,  to  whom he served as  personal  phys ic ian.  WHSC L ibrary  Research Informat ionist
Kim Powel l  presented on the legac ies  of  the l ibrary ’s  f ive  d irectors  s ince 1923.  Each of  the
directors  were strong female  leaders  who not  only  d i rected the l ibrary  but  left  a  last ing  impact
on the profess ion of  medica l  l ibrar ianship.  L ibrary-based content  at  the symposium was then
closed by  inv i ted speaker  and former  WHSC L ibrary  d irector  (serv ice  years  1984-2000) ,  Carol
Burns,  AHIP,  FMLA .  Burns  spoke on the l ibrary  col laborat ion with  the At lanta-Tbi l i s i  Health
Partnership  Program to establ ish  a  nat ional  medica l  l ibrary  in  the country  of  Georgia .

Throughout  the year ,  the R igor  and Reproducib i l i ty  Seminar  Ser ies  has  added to  the
anniversary  ce lebrat ion events  by  host ing  several  t imely  ta lks  on current  events .  On October  5
WHSC L ibrary  Research Informat ionist  Jeremy Kupsco ,  hosted Dr .  Judy Gichoya on a  ta lk ,
“Hidden in  P la in  S ight :  Harness ing  AI ’s  Abi l i ty  for  Populat ion Health  f rom Medica l  Images.”
Recordings  of  th is  one-hour  presentat ion are  avai lable  on the l ibrary ’s  YouTube channel :
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wsitea0PBjs  
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Emory WHSC L ibrary  Continued

Emory WHSC L ibrary  Recent  Publ icat ions
Congratulat ions  to  the s ix  Emory l ibrar ians  who received authorship  credits  on ten recent
systemat ic  rev iew publ icat ions.

Caruso BA,  Snyder  JS ,  Cumming O,  Esteves  Mi l ls  J ,  Gordon B,  Rogers  H,  Freeman MC,  Wolfe
M .  Synthes is ing  the ev idence for  ef fect ive  hand hygiene in  community  sett ings:  an integrated
protocol  for  mult ip le  re lated systemat ic  rev iews.  BMJ Open.  2023 Nov 15;13(11) :e077677.
doi :  10.1136/bmjopen-2023-077677.  
Cordray H,  Mahendran GN,  Tey CS,  Nemeth J ,  Raol  N.  The Impact  of  Ankylogloss ia  Beyond
Breastfeeding:  A  Scoping Review of  Potent ia l  Symptoms.  Am J  Speech Lang Pathol .  2023 Nov
6;32(6) :3048-3063.  doi :  10.1044/2023_AJSLP-23-00169.  
Cordray H,  Raol  N,  Mahendran GN,  Tey CS,  Nemeth J ,  Sutc l i f fe  A,  Ingram J ,  Sharp WG.
Quant i tat ive  impact  of  f renotomy on breastfeeding:  a  systemat ic  rev iew and meta-analys is .
Pediatr  Res.  2023 Aug 22.  doi :  10.1038/s41390-023-02784-y.  Epub ahead of  pr int .  
Evans DP,  Di  Marco MH,  Narasimhan S,  Maino Vieytes  ME,  Curran A,  White  MS .  “Male
Perpetrators '  Accounts  of  Int imate Femic ide:  A  Global  Systemat ic  Review,”  in  Dawson,  M. ,  &
Mobayed Vega,  S .  (Eds. ) .  (2023) .  The Rout ledge Internat ional  Handbook on Femic ide and
Feminic ide (1st  ed. ) .  Rout ledge.  https://doi .org/10.4324/9781003202332
Frediani  JK,  La l  AA,  Kim E,  Les l ie  SL ,  Boorman DW, S ingh V.  The ro le  of  d iet  and non-
pharmacologic  supplements  in  the treatment  of  chronic  neuropathic  pain:  A  systemat ic
rev iew.  Pain  Pract .  2023 Aug 31.  doi :  10.1111/papr.13291.  Epub ahead of  pr int .  
Meyer CH,  Bai ley  NM, Les l ie  SL ,  Thrasher  K,  Grady Z,  Sanders  M,  Moore E,  Nicely  KW, Smith
RN.  Def in ing u l tra-mass ive  transfus ion through a  systemat ic  rev iew.  Am J  Surg.  2023 Sep 25.
doi :  10.1016/j .amjsurg.2023.09.024.  Epub ahead of  pr int .
Nakagawa H,  Redmond T,  Colberg  R,  Latzka E,  White  MS,  Bowers  RL,  Sussman WI.
Ultrasound-Guided A1 Pul ley  Release:  A  Systemat ic  Review.  J  Ultrasound Med.  2023 Ju l  4 .   
doi :  10.1002/jum.16294.  Epub ahead of  pr int .  
Patel  S ,  Robbins  A,  Tey CS,  Zhang C,  Peterson S,  Govi l  N.  Pediatr ic  cochlear  implants  and
myringotomy tubes:  a  systemat ic  rev iew.  Cochlear  Implants  Int .  2023 Ju l ;24(4) :216-223.  doi :
10.1080/14670100.2023.2222912 Epub 2023 Jun 21.  
Smith DJ ,  Mizel le  E ,  Les l ie  SL ,  L i  GX,  Stone S,  Stauffer  P,  Smith A,  Lewis  G,  Rodden EL,
McDermott-Levy R,  Thompson LM.  Intervent ion studies  to  reduce the impact  of  c l imate
change on health  in  rura l  communit ies  in  the United States:  A  systemat ic  rev iew.  Environ Res:
Health  2023 March 13;1:032001.  doi  10.1088/2752-5309/acbbe6  
Wallace DA,  Gal lagher  JP,  Peterson SR,  Ndiaye-Gueye S,  Fox K,  Redl ine S ,  Johnson DA.  I s
exposure to  chemical  pol lutants  assoc iated with  s leep outcomes? A systemat ic  rev iew.  S leep
Med Rev.  2023 Aug;70:101805.  doi :  10.1016/j .smrv.2023.101805.  
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MISSISSIPPI
Rowland Medical  L ibrary,  Univers i ty  of  Miss iss ippi  Medical  Center ,  
Jackson,  MS 
Submit ted by:  Mist i  Thornton,  MLIS

Law in  the L ibrary

Off icer  Shoemaker  and K9 Law brought  smi les  to  many faces  dur ing  a  recent  v is i t  to  the
l ibrary .   Law is  the newest  addit ion the UMMC Pol ice  and Publ ic  Safety  Department.  He is  a  1-
year-o ld  German Shepherd with  specia l  t ra in ing to  detect  explos ives .  They have been making
rounds around the campus to  introduce h im to  the community .  On th is  v is i t ,  they greeted
l ibrary  faculty  and staf f  members  and students  whi le  wait ing  for  h is  specia l  guest  appearance
at  the Counci l  of  Deans  meet ing in  the l ibrary  c lassroom.  
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The faculty  and staf f  of  the Rowland Medica l  L ibrary  would l ike  to  wish Susan Clark  the best  in
her  ret i rement.  Susan jo ined the faculty  at  the Univers i ty  of  Miss iss ippi  Medica l  Center  in
2004.  She served in  var ious  ro les  dur ing  her  tenure at  the l ibrary ,  inc luding Head of  Reference,
and later  Director  of  the l ibrary .  Congratulat ions,  Susan!  We wish you a  happy ret i rement.  
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SOUTH CAROLINA
Health Sc iences  L ibrary,  Pr isma Health Upstate,  Greenvi l le ,  SC

Submit ted by:  Loret ta Westcot t ,  ML

Medical  L ibrary  Outreach 
On October  27,  the Pr isma Health  Educat ion & Research Inst i tute  sponsored the Educat ion and
Research Showcase to  ce lebrate  and h ighl ight  research and qual i ty  improvement  projects
conducted by  Pr isma Health  team members  and academic  partners  inc luding C lemson Univers i ty ,
Furman Univers i ty ,  and the Univers i ty  of  South Carol ina.   The event  was  held  at  the Columbia
Metropol i tan Convent ion Center  and offered poster  presentat ions,  speakers ,  networking,  and an
awards  ceremony.   The Pr isma Health  Upstate  L ibrary  was  inv i ted to  part ic ipate  and sponsored
an Outreach and Research Table  to  educate and inform attendees  about  l ibrary  serv ices  and
resources.   The l ibrary 's  d isp lay  featured a  theme previous ly  used in  an MLA poster ,  "Take the
Right  Path -  Partner  with  Your  Medica l  L ibrary ,"  The d isplay  featured many of  the ways  that  the
l ibrary  supports  dur ing  the research and process  improvement  journey.  Bookmarks ,  brochures,
and candy were d istr ibuted to  those who stopped by.  The event  was  wel l  attended and provided
a great  market ing  and educat ional  opportunity  to  i l lustrate  the l ibrary ’s  va lue.  

L ibrary  Staff  members  Teresa Head and Loretta  Westcott  greet  
attendees at  the Educat ion and Research Showcase.
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School  of  Medic ine L ibrary,  Univers i ty  of  South Carol ina,  Columbia,  SC

Submit ted by:  Fel ic ia Yeh,  MLIS 

NLM Travel ing Exhibit  –  Global  Health
The USC School  of  Medic ine -  Columbia  L ibrary  i s  exc i ted to  host  one of  the Nat ional  L ibrary  of
Medic ine’s  Travel ing  Exhib i ts ,  “Making a  World  of  Di f ference:  Stor ies  about  Global  Health,”
between October  17,  2023 and January  27,  2024,  in  the l ibrary ’s  f i rst  f loor  space.   The exhib i t
i s  comprised of  s ix  graphic  banners ,  and the exhib i t ’s  goal  i s :  “Around the wor ld,  communit ies ,
in  col laborat ion with  sc ient ists ,  act iv ists ,  governments ,  and internat ional  organizat ions,  are
tak ing up the chal lenge to  prevent  d isease and improve qual i ty  of  l i fe .  “Making a  World  of
Di f ference:  Stor ies  about  Global  Health”  examines  stor ies  of  the people  who are  working on a
wide range of  i ssues—from community  health  to  conf l ict  and d isease to  d iscr iminat ion—to
improve health  in  their  areas  and beyond.”

L ibrary  Video
To celebrate  Nat ional  Medica l  L ibrar ians  Month in  October ,  the l ibrary  was  featured on the
School  of  Medic ine web s i te  featur ing  a  br ief  v ideo produced by the School  of  Medic ine
Market ing  and Communicat ions  team.  
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School  of  Medic ine L ibrary,  USC Continued

Exam Week Program -  Brain  Power Hours
During the exam per iod the l ibrary  hosted “Bra in  Power Hours”  November  30 through December  8
to help  students  re-charge and de-stress .  The event  provided a  tra i l  mix  stat ion,  coffee,  hot
chocolate,  and hot  tea  for  a l l  s tudents .
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Tennessee
Univers i ty  of  Tennessee Health Sc iences  Center ,  
Memphis ,  TN

Submit ted by:  Sarah Thompson

Harry  Potter  Comes to  UTHSC
“Renaissance Sc ience,  Magic ,  and Medic ine,”  a  t ravel ing  exhib i t  f rom the Nat ional  L ibrary  of
Medic ine,  v is i ted the UTHSC Health  Sc ience L ibrary  recent ly .  

The Health  Sc iences  Archives  packed those s ix  weeks  with  magica l  events  to  h ighl ight  the exhib i t .
We started out  with  Acc io  Answers:  Harry  Potter  Tr iv ia  and Costume Contest  on October  26.  On
November  8  we explored the Magica l  World  of  Medic inal  P lants  with  our  students ,  of fer ing  them
health  informat ion about  herbs  and p lants  and a  L i thops  to  take with  them! The restr icted sect ion
(the Archives  Reading Room) was opened on November  15 for  patrons  to  see some of  the unique
items from medic ine’s  past .  To wrap up th is  season of  wizards  and war locks  we had two Care of
Magica l  Creatures  events  where students  could  care  for  some of  the most  magica l  creatures  in
ex istence –  dogs!

Jenessa McElfresh,  L in  Wu,  Hi lary  Jasmin,  Kait lyn Ritacca,  and Jess  Newman 
of  the UTHSC Health Sc iences  L ibrary.
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UTHSC L ibrary  Continued

Presentat ions  -  Southern and South Central  Chapter  Joint  Meeting in  New Orleans
UTHSC faculty  and staf f  headed down to  New Or leans  to  present  f ive  presentat ions  and
papers .  Sarah Newel l ,  MLIS ,  and  Hi lary  Jasmin,  MSIS ,  received the 2nd place Research Award
for  their  poster  presentat ion on informat ion l i teracy  and AI .  

UTHSC faculty  a lso  presented the fo l lowing:
“ Informat ion L i teracy  as  an Avenue for  AI -Generated Healthcare S imulat ion Case
Appraisa l ,”  by  Hilary  Jasmin,  Sarah Newel l ,  Tara  Lemoine,  Xavier  Agee,  and Carmen Kel ley
“Conceptual iz ing  and Operat ional iz ing  Empathy as  a  Cornerstone of  Systemat ic  Review
Serv ices ,”  by  Jenessa McElfresh and Hi lary  Jasmin
“Kindred Spir i ts  Ral ly ing  Together  in  Pursuit  of  Radica l  Se l f -Care in  Tumultuous T imes,”  by
Tamara Nelson and Shannon D.  Jones
“Assess ing  and Enhancing L ibrary  Workshops:  Results  of  a  Mult i - Inst i tut ion Environmental
Scan,”  by  Jenessa McElfresh and Kait lyn Ritacca
 “Thorns  and Roses:  The Benef i ts  and Chal lenges  of  Ear ly  Career  L ibrar ians  in  Complex
Reviews,”  by  L indsey Baird,  Sal ly  Smith,  Amanda McCleod,  Annabel le  Lee,  Karen Burton,
and Shelby Carrol l

UTHSC L ibrary  presenters  at  the Joint  SC-SCC MLA meeting:  
Top Row: Sarah Newel l ,  Annabel le  Lee,  and Hi lary  Jasmin

Bottom Row: Jenessa McElfresh,  Kait lyn Ritacca,  and Tamara Nelson
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Dede Rios,  SCC Program Conference Co-Chair  and Chr ist ine Wi l l is ,  Southern Program
Conference Co-Chair

Hosted in  New Or leans,  LA the South Centra l  & Southern Chapter  Jo int  Meet ing was  held
September  21-26.  Despite  the long road to  actual ly  get  to  hold ing th is  meet ing,  i t  was  a  success .    
Combining our  chapters  required many zoom meet ings  as  wel l  as  in  person meet ings  to
coordinate the best  outcomes.  We agreed to  have some tradit ions  f rom both chapters
represented,  and we were so p leased to  have 283 members  in  attendance,  59 of  whom were new
members!  Even our  vendor  exhib i tors  and sponsors  wanted to  help  us  put  on a  wonderful
meet ing and came out  in  strong support .  They donated so many pr izes  for  our  exhib i t  ha l l  raf f le ,
inc luding a  one year  MLA membership.  Amal ia  de la  Vega,  f rom Southern Chapter ,  won that
grand pr ize!

SOUTH CENTRAL & SOUTHERN CHAPTERS 
2023 JOINT CHAPTER MEETING 

Highl ights  inc luded keynote speakers :  Heather
Veneziano,  Architectura l  Histor ian (Tulane Univers i ty)  –
who spoke to  us  about  the unique bur ia l  pract ices  in
New Orleans  and E l i zabeth Shexnyder ,  loca l  curator  of
the Nat ional  Hansen’s  Disease Museum in  Carv i l le ,
Louis iana -  who shared her  exper ience and h istory  of
the museum. In  addit ion,  Dr .  Thomas LaVeist ,  Dean of
Publ ic  Health  and Tropica l  Medic ine (Tulane Univers i ty)
premiered h is  f i rst  episode of  a  soon-to-a ir  l imited
ser ies ,  The Sk in  You’re  In  and spoke to  us  about  the
impact  of  soc ia l  pol icy  and the qual i ty  of  l i fe  of  Afr ican
Americans  in  the United States . Amal ia  de la  Vega ( left )

We had great  content  f rom both chapters :  40 papers ,  13 l ightning ta lks ,  10 cont inuing educat ion
classes ,  s ix  round tables  and 24 posters .  Fun d ine-arounds a l lowed us  a l l  to  get  better  acquainted.

We had been bui ld ing  up to  th is  meet ing by  host ing  Chapter  Chats  v ia  Zoom each month and
invit ing  members ,  L IS  students ,  and other  l ibrar ian non-members  to  come and ask  quest ions  about
our  chapters ,  d iscuss  what  to  expect  f rom our  chapter  meet ing,  and to  get  fami l iar  with  each
other .
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Awards  were g iven to  the best  presentat ions  at  the meet ing,  regardless  of  chapter  af f i l iat ion.
Each presentat ion was rated based on the recordings  that  were submitted before the meet ing.
They were independent ly  scored by  four  Research Committee members ,  two from each chapter .

Papers
1st  p lace:  Emi ly  W.  Blevins,  Nakia  J .  Woodward,  Kel ly  Loyd,  Aaron S.  Cast le ,  Rachel  R.  Walden,
Rick  L .  Wal lace.  (Southern Chapter)
“An Examinat ion of  Indexing:  The Case of  Appalachia .”
https://www.youtube.com/embed/HSfknlrvdOQ?si=vw8O5CR91l_0QEVe

2nd place:  Amy Corder,  Laura Haygood,  Laura Wright ,  Samantha O'Connel l ,  Keith  Pickett .
(South Centra l  Chapter)  “Knowledge of  Systemat ic  Review Methodology Among Health  Sc iences
Faculty :  A  Cross-sect ional  Survey.”  
https://www.youtube.com/embed/KTPSO757iv4?s i=0GlNdMdOW4hqYOOi

3rd place:  Ju l ia  M.  Esparza,  Montie’  Dobbins,  E l l iott  Freeman,  Leah Bryant,  Madison Coleman,
Ava Pol lard,  Prerana Ramesh,  Just in  Smith.  (South Centra l  Chapter)  “ Is  everything f ree on the
Internet?  An Analys is  of  LSUHS Grant  Associated Publ icat ion C i tat ions.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQQfl6Jr7Co

Posters  
1st  p lace:  Toni  Hoberecht,  Dora Mensah.  (South Centra l  Chapter)  “Needs Assessment  for  a
Makerspace for  a  Campus Community .”  
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/9OhaODrF37I?s i=Yyy9udT55C20GcT8

2nd place:  Hi lary  Jasmin,  Sarah Newel l ,  Tara  Lemoine,  Xavier  Agee,  Carmen Kel ley.  (Southern
Chapter)  “ Informat ion L i teracy  as  an Avenue for  AI -Generated Healthcare S imulat ion Case
Appraisa l .”
 https://www.youtube.com/embed/EGt0PBSDlzs?s i=rbqWh2UNmN3O_MfQ

3rd place:  Lance Day and Karen F lynn.  (Southern Chapter)  “Teaching CSD Students  EBP Access
and Ut i l i zat ion Sk i l l s .”  https://www.youtube.com/embed/QhUYg7ay6uo

SOUTH CENTRAL & SOUTHERN CHAPTERS 
2023 JOINT CHAPTER MEETING 

RESEARCH PAPER AND POSTER AWARDS
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Many thanks  to  the planning committees  from both 
chapters  who made the jo int  meeting poss ible.
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2023 HONORS AND AWARDS RECIPIENTS

Honors  and Awards Committee Report
Submit ted by Rachel  Whitney,  MLIS,  AHIP

AHIP Scholarship:  Michel le  Knecht,  Jane Morgan-Daniel ,  Courtney Pyche

First -T ime Meeting Attendee:  Chr istopher  Eaton

Jocelyn Rankin Memorial  Scholarship:  Sal ly  Smith

Academic  L ibrar ian of  the Year  Award:  Emi ly  Weyant  Blevins

Emily  W.  Blevins,  MSLIS,  AHIP,  i s  the Senior
Cl in ica l  Reference L ibrar ian and an Ass istant
Professor  at  East  Tennessee State  Univers i ty ’s
Qui l len Col lege of  Medic ine located in  Johnson
City ,  TN.  She is  a  former  ORISE fe l low from the
Centers  for  Disease Control  and Prevent ion’s
L ibrary  and Informat ion Center ’s  At lanta  campus.
She has  worked in  medica l  and publ ic  health
l ibrar ies  and ass isted with  consumer health
outreach for  over  a  decade in  the areas  of
instruct ion,  grants ,  and research.  Emi ly ’s
profess ional  interests  inc lude act ive  part ic ipat ion
in  state,  reg ional ,  and nat ional  l ibrary  assoc iat ions
as  wel l  as  serv ing as  a  column editor  and l ibrar ian
selector/rev iewer.  Her  favor i te  research topic  i s
anything that  has  a  d i rect  impact  on or  fac i l i tates  a
discuss ion about  l ibrar ian pract ice  or  wel lbeing.   
Her  personal  hobbies  inc lude gardening and
landscaping (nat ive  p lants  and food forests) ,
cooking,  baking,  and chicken-keeping.
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KINDRED SPIRITS CONTEST WINNERS 

Kindred Spir i ts  was  the theme of  the Jo int  South Centra l  and Southern Chapters  of  the Medica l
L ibrary  Associat ion 2023 meet ing in  New Or leans,  Louis iana.  A  promotional  contest  paired
members  f rom each chapter  who agreed to  meet  at  least  once v i r tual ly  pr ior  to  the meet ing and
then in  person at  the New Or leans  meet ing.  They would compose an entry  expla in ing what  they
learned from both the K indred Spir i ts  project  and part ic ipat ing  in  the meet ing.  The winning entry
was f rom Annabel le  Lee (Univers i ty  of  Tennessee Health  Sc iences  Center)  and Kay Strahan
(Univers i ty  of  Arkansas  for  Medica l  Sc iences) .  They each received a  one-year  Medica l  L ibrary
Associat ion membership.  

Annabel le  Lee,  MSLS and Kay Strahan,  MSLIS,  AHIP

Kay and Annabel le  Lee

I t  was  not  too long ago,
In  th is  c i ty  by  the sea
That  a  l ibrar ian there v is i ted whom you may know
By the name of  Annabel le  Lee;
And th is  l ibrar ian she v is i ted with  no other  thought
Than to  be K indred Spir i ts  with  me.
Kay was a  l ibrar ian,  and she was a  l ibrar ian
In  th is  c i ty  by  the Miss iss ippi ,
But  we competed in  th is  compet i t ion to  win a  pr ize
Kay and one Annabel le  Lee –
What  we learned was no surpr ise
In  th is  c i ty  by  the sea,
Kay loves  to  read,  wr i te ,  ta lk ,  and walk  with  a l l  sorts  of  f r iends
As does  Annabel le  Lee.
We are  bui ld ing  community  of  which there is  no compare
Our  chapters  may be separate,  but  our  f r iendship  wi l l  go  on –
Fueled by  a  love of  our  jobs,  our  people,
And our  shared c i ty  by  the Miss iss ippi
Kay and one Annabel le  Lee.
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Annabel le ’s  Summary
During the K indred Spir i ts  contest ,  I  was  able  to  learn more about  Kay Strahan and the South
Centra l  Chapter  of  MLA.  Kay Strahan is  the solo  on-s i te  l ibrar ian for  the Northwest  Campus of
the Univers i ty  of  Arkansas  for  Medica l  Sc iences  (UAMS).  I  was  impressed to  learn how Kay
tack les  her  ro le  as  a  so lo  l ibrar ian by  serv ing many d i f ferent  populat ions  and col leges.  On top
of  that ,  I  learned more about  the South Centra l  Chapter  of  MLA.  I  enjoyed learning about  the
armadi l lo  mascot ,  and i t  was  exc i t ing  to  see how many SCC attendees  represented the mascot
and their  chapter  through their  apparel  dur ing  the 2023 Jo int  Meet ing in  New Or leans.  

Kay’s  Summary
I t  was  so  fun meet ing Annabel le  dur ing  the K indred Spir i ts  contest  and hear ing  about  her  ro le
as  a  Research & Learning Serv ices  L ibrar ian at  The Univers i ty  of  Tennessee Health  Sc iences
Center  (UTHSC)  in  Memphis ,  TN.  Annabel le ’s  ambit ion in  l ibrar ianship  was  ev ident  in  her
act ions  at  the conference and in  our  one-on-one meet ings .  Seeing and hear ing  about  her
L ibGuides  sk i l l s  was  part icu lar ly  remarkable  for  me.  Connect ing  with  o ld  and new fr iends  in
Southern Chapter  dur ing  the 2023 Jo int  Meet ing in  New Or leans  was  a  lovely  exper ience.  I
hope I ’m not  a lone in  say ing I  hope SCC/SC MLA cont inue to  host  jo int  conferences  in  the
future.  

Meeting in  person at  the SC-SCCMLA Joint  Meeting were Annabel le  Lee 
and Kay Strahan,  winners  of  the Kindred Spir i ts  contest .  

K indred Spir i ts  Cont inuedd
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FIRST-TIME ATTENDEE SC/MLA
SCHOLARSHIP REPORT 

Christopher  Eaton,  MLS,  AHIP,  Bor land L ibrary,  Univers i ty  of  F lor ida,  Jacksonvi l le ,  FL  

I  am grateful  to  have been the rec ip ient  of  the F i rst -T ime Attendee
Scholarship  which a l lowed me to  attend the 2023 SC-SCCMLA Annual
Meet ing in  New Or leans.  I  want  to  thank the Honors  and Awards
Committee for  se lect ing  me.

As  a  career  changer  (of  sorts)  f rom more than twenty  years  in  publ ic
l ibrar ies ,  I  wasn’t  sure  what  to  expect  f rom the New Orleans  meet ing.
Previous  opportunit ies  to  attend l ibrary  conferences  in  my previous
posit ions  had been l imited.  I  was  to ld  by  a  col league that  the SCMLA
Annual  Meet ings  are  conferences  of  “ just  the r ight  s ize”-  less
overwhelming than MLA but  with  more opportunit ies  to  be involved
than state  conferences.  Thus  the 2023 SC-SCCMLA Annual  Meet ing
would be a  wonderful  opportunity  to  exper ience a  profess ional  l ibrary
conference,  and after  attending,  I  couldn’t  agree more.

I  was  able  to  attend the v i r tual  preconference CE course “Act ivate,  Col laborate,  Educate:  L ibrary
Health  Outreach.”  I  enjoyed the interact ive  component  of  th is  course that  a l lowed learners  to
explore  the systems and ident i fy  the re levant  health  informat ion needs of  sectors  in  our
respect ive  communit ies .

Going into the conference I  had a  few goals  that  I  wanted to  keep in  mind.  One was that  I  wanted
to meet  col leagues  f rom a var iety  of  backgrounds,  and I  d id .  Another  was  that  I  wanted to  g ive  a
presentat ion at  a  conference,  and I  was  able  to  g ive  two:  one of  them was on my own,  and the
other  was  as  a  co-presenter  with  my superv isor  and a  col league.  After  present ing  a  paper  on
trans i t ioning f rom a publ ic  l ibrary  into a  health  sc iences  l ibrary ,  I  was  approached by a  few
attendees  who had done the same thing,  and we were able  to  share our  exper iences.  This
opportunity  not  only  k icked off  my ear ly  ef forts  at  achiev ing career  scholarship  goals  but  was
also helpful  in  further  developing my presentat ion sk i l l s  and making connect ions  with  health
sc ience l ibrar ians  in  the region.

A quick  ment ion of  the fasc inat ing  keynote address  about  the New Or leans  cemeter ies  and their
mausoleums (which I  wasn’t  expect ing) ,  and the thought-provoking address  and documentary  on
rac ia l  d ispar i t ies  in  healthcare.  

My exper iences  at  the 2023 SC-SCCMLA Annual  Meet ing and a l l  the f r iendly ,  support ive
col leagues  not  only  makes  me exc i ted to  attend next  year ’s  conference but  a lso  to  get  involved
with the Southern Chapter  through committee ass ignments  and whatever  e lse  I  can do to  help
other  l ibrar ians  have the same exper iences  that  I  had.

38



FIRST-TIME ATTENDEE REPORT APHA

Er in  Reardon MFA,  MLIS,  AHIP,  Emory Univers i ty ,  At lanta GA

In  November,  I  received a  Sewel l  St ipend to  attend the American Publ ic  Health  Associat ion (APHA)
Annual  Meet ing in  At lanta,  GA.  When I  jo ined Emory Univers i ty  as  a  Publ ic  Health  Informat ionist
in  March,  my health  sc iences  l ibrar ianship  exper ience was focused on the needs of  medica l  school
learners  and researchers ,  not  publ ic  health.  In  fact ,  i t  was  hard for  me to  conceptual ize  what  the
work in  publ ic  health  looks  l ike  outs ide of  academia—it ’s  such a  broad and interdisc ip l inary  f ie ld .
Attending the APHA conference provided a  great  opportunity  for  me to  learn more about  the
depth and breadth of  the work  in  publ ic  health,  f rom health  surveys  to  c l imate just ice  and
everything in  between.

The Conference:  I  love attending conferences  for  the energy—the energy of  the attendees,  the
presenters ,  the ca l l s  to  act ion  — al l  of  i t  was  present  in  fu l l  force at  APHA.  I  attended memorable
sess ions  on indigenous health,  c l imate and environmental  just ice,  women’s  and maternal  health,
and much more.
 
The overarching theme that  echoed throughout  th is  year ’s  conference,  f rom the opening sess ion
onward,  was  th is :  the solut ion to  the publ ic  health  cr is is  in  the United States  i sn’t  a  healthcare
solut ion,  i t ’ s  a  systemic  problem that  i s  the job of  mult ip le  agencies  and d isc ip l ines  to  f ix .  I  le f t
the conference exhausted,  but  a lso  energ ized to  return to  my work with  the school  of  publ ic
health  at  Emory with  a  better  understanding of  the f ie ld .

Connect ions:  A cohort  of  health  sc iences  l ibrar ians  received a  st ipend to  attend the conference,
and we met  v i r tual ly  a  few t imes before the conference and in  person once we were there.  I ’m so
glad to  have met  my fe l low publ ic  health  l ibrar ians,  many of  whom are in  Southern Chapter!  
As  part  of  the requirements  for  receiv ing  the st ipend,  I  worked with  a  publ ic  health  faculty
member at  my inst i tut ion to  serve as  my mentor  for  the conference.  This  has  led to  a  great  faculty
connect ion,  and I  hope to  partner  with  my mentor  on teaching and learning in  the coming
semesters .

Sewel l  St ipend:  Attending the conference was a  great  exper ience and a  va luable  crash course on
the work  of  publ ic  health.  I f  you work  with  a  publ ic  health  audience,  I ’d  recommend attending i f
you can.  The Sewel l  St ipend is  awarded to  a  cohort  of  l ibrar ians  each year  through a  compet i t ive
appl icat ion process .  They usual ly  put  a  ca l l  out  through the Publ ic  Health  /  Health  Administrat ion
Caucus  and other  MLA caucuses  and groups dur ing  the summer,  so  keep an eye out .  You can read
more about  the st ipend on their  website .  I  hope you have the chance to  apply  and attend a  future
APHA conference!
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Sal ly  Smith,  MSLS,  C lemson Univers i ty  L ibrar ies ,  C lemson SC

 As a  rec ip ient  of  the Jocelyn Rankin  Memoria l  Scholarship,  I  had the opportunity  to  attend the
December  2023 offer ing  of  the Univers i ty  of  Michigan’s  Systemat ic  Reviews Opportunit ies  for
L ibrar ians  Workshop.  The Taubman Health  Sc iences  L ibrary  of fers  workshops in  the winter  and
spr ing to  informat ion profess ionals  who want  to  advance the sk i l l s  essent ia l  to  ev idence
synthes is  projects .  Instructors  of fered content  asynchronously  and synchronously  dur ing  three
Zoom tra in ing sess ions.  The workshop walked attendees  through the essent ia l  dut ies  of  a
l ibrar ian involved in  systemat ic  rev iews,  inc luding project  management,  comprehensive
searching,  protocol  development  and more.  

 The search strategy project  was  most  impactfu l ,  in  that  part ic ipants  developed systemat ic
searches  f rom a sample topic .  We each then received indiv idual  feedback and opportunit ies  to
discuss  our  f ina l  search with  an instructor .  A l though part  of  the sess ion was asynchronous,  I
developed a  sense of  camarader ie  with  other  part ic ipants  through forum posts  where we shared
our  exper iences  learning the workshop content .  The synchronous workshops a lso  inc luded l ive ly
discuss ions  and hands-on act iv i t ies  where we could  pract ice  what  we learned.  The in-person
sess ions  culminated in  creat ing  an act ion p lan where we art icu lated how to take what  we had
learned and put  i t  into  act ion at  our  inst i tut ions.  I  p lan to  seek out  rev iew teams to  gauge their
wi l l ingness  to  have me part ic ipate  in  projects  and to  pract ice  my searching sk i l l s  us ing  the
Univers i ty  of  Michigan’s  pract ice  search sets .  I  am grateful  for  Southern Chapter ’s  f inancia l
support  of  my endeavors ,  and I  enthus iast ica l ly  encourage SCMLA members  to  take advantage of
th is  workshop.  
 

JOCELYN RANKIN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP REPORT
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Susan Epstein,  MLIS,  AHIP.  Char lotte  Edwards  Maguire  Medical  L ibrary,  F lor ida State  Univers i ty

While  p lanning my October  2023 vacat ion in  Spain,  I  hoped to  meet  with  Spanish researchers  to
discuss  developing and test ing  a  Spanish language vers ion of  an instruct ional  module  that  Robyn
Rosasco and I  had created.  We wanted to  expand beyond our  or ig inal  s tudy,  descr ibed in  the
presentat ion,  “Google  Scholar  Search T ips  Instruct ional  Module:  User  Test ing  and Des ign
Modif icat ion.”  But  who would be appropr iate  to  connect  with? After  searching the l ibrary
l i terature for  art ic les  re lated to  informat ion l i teracy  and instruct ional  des ign,  I  sent  an emai l  to
three poss ib le  researchers  in  Spain.  Nothing happened r ight  away,  but  on day 5 ,  an emai l  arr ived
from Miguel  Ángel  Marzal  Garc ia-Quismondo,  Doctor  Profesor  T i tu lar  B ib l ioteconomía y
Documentac ión y  Director  Departamento de Bib l ioteconomía y  Documentac ión.  So exc i t ing!
Several  emai ls  ensued,  and a  date  was  set  for  me to  meet  h im at  the Car los  I I I  Univers i ty  (UC3M)
in  Madr id.

MAKING LIBRARY CONNECTIONS IN SPAIN

Susan Epstein
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Miguel  Angel ,  L ibrary  director  Lola  Santonja  Garr iga,  Directora de la  Bibl ioteca de
Humanidades,  Comunicación y  Documentación and Paco López Hernández,  Coordinador  de
Apoyo a  la  Docencia  gave us  a  wonderful  tour,  inc luding study/meeting spaces  and physical
col lect ions.  They use L ibGuides  and Alma/Primo.

After  the tour,  we returned to Miguel  Angel ’s  off ice  to  discuss  the instruct ional  module and
how it  might  f i t  in  with his  European information l i teracy project ,  “Educabi l i ty .”  The Madrid

l ibrary  meeting developed valuable  connect ions  for  future col laborat ions.

Spain Continued
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Susan Epstein,  MSLS,  AHIP,  Char lotte  Edwards  Maguire  Medica l  L ibrary ,  F lor ida  State  Univers i ty ,
has  co-authored a  chapter  for  an edited,  open-access  textbook.  Cognit ive  Informat ion
Process ing:  Career  Theory,  Research,  and Pract ice  has  been publ ished by F lor ida State  Open
Publ ish ing.

Susan’s  chapter  i s  about  career  resource col lect ions  and emphasizes  general  l ibrary  best
pract ices .  I t  i s  based on her  work  exper ience at  the Maguire  Medica l  L ibrary .  Because the MML is
a  specia l  l ibrary  in  an academic  parent  organizat ion,  the chapter  should  be helpful  to  resource
managers  f rom al l  types  of  l ibrar ies  that  support  any specia l i zed type of  educat ion,  research,  and
pract ice.

Susan reports  that  there have been several  lessons  learned from this  adventure:
Edited books  with  many contr ibutors  can take a  very  long t ime to  publ ish.  This  book took at
least  1 .5  years .
Being lead author  of  a  chapter  requires  v is ion,  pat ience,  mentor ing,  and
communicat ion/edit ing  sk i l l s .
Writ ing  a lways  takes  more t ime than expected,  because i t  inc ludes  research,  dec is ion-making,
organiz ing,  re-organiz ing,  and structur ing  paragraphs with  topic/re lated sentences.
Mainta in ing connect ions  with  former  col leagues  can present  wonderful  opportunit ies  for
col laborat ion.
Working with  a  former  job-share partner  and former  boss  can be a  lot  of  fun!

ADVENTURES IN OPEN-ACCESS BOOK PUBLISHING:
THE FINAL CHAPTER

Epstein  SA ,  Lenz  JG,  K ins ley  KM,  Pearson S ,  Sampson,  J r .
JP ,  and Osborn DS.  (2023) .  
“Developing,  Managing,  and Provid ing Access  to  Career
Resource Col lect ions.”  In  JP  Sampson,  J r . ,  JG Lenz,  E
Bul lock-Yowel l ,  DS  Osborn,  and SCW Hayden (Eds. ) .
Cognit ive  Informat ion Process ing:  Career  Theory,
Research,  and Pract ice .  Flor ida State  Open Publ ish ing.
https://doi .org/10.33009/fsop_sampson1123.ch18
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Chair Christine Willis
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Program Chair Elect Rachel L. Walden
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